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and also will thank Mae and Rain and Hope for the work 
they gave us. 
 
Recommended for public libraries and academic libraries.  
See the additional resources and index (pg. 203 to 211). 
 
Carol Walker Jordan 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
 
 
On Strawberry Hill: The Transcendent Love of Gifford 
Pinchot and Laura Houghteling.  Paula Ivaska Robbins 
Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 2017.  ISBN  
978-0-8173-9094-5 (ebook); 978-0-8173-5894-5 (hard).  




In her Acknowledgements section of On Strawberry Hill: 
The Transcendent Love of Gifford Pinchot and Laura 
Houghteling, Paula Robbins credits her strong dependency 
upon “the wonderfully knowledgeable and helpful 
archivists of the Buncombe County Pack Library North 
Carolina Room”. 
 
The setting of the development of Gifford Penchant’s 
career was in the mountains of North Carolina in West 
Asheville where he followed his desire to become a forester 
and convince others that forest management was a national 
issue. Laura Houghteling was a patient suffering from 
consumption and living with a family in Asheville where 
the environmental conditions were said to be conducive to 
better health.  So begins the story…a handsome young man 
walking and studying the landscapes and a young woman 
living in a mansion on a hill looking out her window and 
seeing him. 
 
Imagine the challenge Robbins confronted to tell a story of 
the personal lives of two individuals, two families, many 
historical figures, the building of the Biltmore Estate 
landscapes and the Pisgah Forest, nation building during 
the time of the Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt and of 
William H. Taft,  a wave of American Spiritualism and rise 
and fall of American progressive and conservative 
movements. From her extensive thirteen pages of 
bibliographic notes and nine black and white illustrations, it 
is clear there may be many knowledgeable and helpful 
librarians and research sites that fueled Robbins artistic 
crafting of her manuscript. 
 
To be able to provide alluringly descriptive prose to tell 
Gifford Pinchot and Laura Houghteling’s relationship 
story, Robbins reveals a multitude of research sites, 
interviews, conversations and collaborations that will be of 
keen interest to students of the environment, the politics of 
conservation, spiritualism, and the history of medical 
challenges such as consumption, tuberculosis, and the 
treatments for patients in the late 1850s and early 1900s. 
 
Recommended for public libraries, academic libraries and 
special collections of history of North Carolina. 
 
Carol Walker Jordan 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
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American Civil War. Catherine Clinton. Baton Rouge: 




The representation of southern women, during and in the 
aftermath of the Civil War, is varied and complex. In 
Stepdaughters of History: Southern Women and the 
American Civil War, Catherine Clinton integrates recent 
scholarship and historical research to provide a more 
revealing portrayal of women’s wartime participation. 
Dividing the book into three sections, the author explores 
the postwar narrative of southern white women who 
fashioned their own “Lost Cause” legacy, and of southern 
black women, whose legacy was formed for them. 
 
In the book’s first section, “Band of Sisters,” Clinton 
addresses how southern white women formed a “collective 
identity” through shared sacrifices and wartime 
experiences. This “band of sisters” remained stoic, 
supportive, prayerful, and patriotic as their men came back 
diseased, dismembered, or not at all. Crossing socio-
economic boundaries, they ranged from upper-class women 
who bore the administrative and supervisory 
responsibilities of plantations, to poor women who were 
faced with starvation, sickness, and assault. In many cases, 
their stalwart facades masked a deeper sense of betrayal 
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and diminishing support for the War. Instead of resulting in 
a sense of empowerment, their hardships created 
disillusionment and enduring wounds, causing women to 
take their wartime legacies into their own hands. 
 
Some of these women gave up conservative lifestyles to 
contribute more directly to the war effort. In the book’s 
second section, “Impermissible Patriots,” Clinton moves 
beyond the more popular chronicles of women such as 
Mary Chestnut, and explores accounts written by southern 
women who were suddenly thrown into unfamiliar duties in 
the hospital or the field. The author also shares stories of 
women who threw off the trappings of their gender and 
became soldiers. One such story is that of Loreta Janeta 
Velazquez, who even before the War, chose to live a less 
conventional life than many of her sex. Velazquez’s 
autobiography proved to be a sensational memoir of a 
woman who, after the death of her husband and children, 
pursued the life of a male Confederate soldier, then after 
being caught, a female spy. This narrative reflects the full 
extent of southern women’s more active participation 
during the War. 
 
Clinton also includes stories of women resisters who used 
their social influence to fight their enemy, including the 
well-known account of New Orleans women who defied 
the authority of Union General Benjamin Butler after the 
city’s occupation in April of 1862. Having little power but 
“southern civility,” the city’s female population began to 
actively ignore or demonstrate rude behavior toward the 
occupying federal troops. Butler took offense at the 
women’s obvious slights of crossing the street at the sight 
of a Union soldier, or worse, spitting in their faces. Both 
sides being completely resolute in their opposition, Butler 
and the New Orleans matrons began a standoff that would 
end in jailed women and news of “Yankee horrors” 
spreading throughout the South. 
 
In the years after the War, southern white women began to 
actively reshape their own history, attempting to create an 
honorable legacy from a dishonorable defeat. They began 
forming their own postwar narrative, successfully 
contributing to the “Myth of the Confederacy.” It was 
through these well-crafted nostalgic writings that the South 
“lost the war, but won the peace.” Clinton traces this 
literature from the years following the War until well into 
the twentieth century, seeking to deconstruct this revisionist 
history. 
 
The book’s last chapter, “Mammy by Any Other Name,” 
focuses on black women’s wartime activities and how their 
contributions were diminished in postwar history. As 
southern white women created their romanticized wartime 
narrative, black women were relegated to a role that 
provided nostalgic comfort and dissipated the cruel and 
inhuman aspects of slavery and “interracial liaisons.” The 
“Myth of Mammy” began to rise concurrently with the 
“Myth of the Confederacy,” while the true narrative of 
black women’s participation remained underrepresented in 
Civil War history. The author specifically focuses on two 
women, Harriet Tubman and Susie King Taylor. Both are 
strong examples of black women who made significant 
contributions during the War. The author clearly outlines 
the importance of Tubman’s efforts to transport countless 
slaves out of the South, as well as Taylor’s service with the 
Union troops, both as a nurse and a teacher to recently 
freed slaves. But there are also countless tales of bravery 
and resistance of southern black women during and after 
the War, and Clinton plays these important narratives 
against the stereotypical representation of “Mammy.” 
 
In Stepdaughters of History: Southern Women and the 
American Civil War, Catherine Clinton provides a complex 
portrayal of southern women’s participation in the War. In 
doing so, she draws on increasingly important Civil War 
scholarship and primary source research to define how 
women viewed their own wartime contributions, as well as 
their postwar legacies.  Incorporating diaries and 
correspondence, the author provides moving accounts of 
the abject suffering of the war-weary female population and 
the challenge of representing their stories in a truthful and 
relevant way. This book in is a must read for those who 
seek to fully understand women’s history in the context of 
the Civil War. 
 
Kathelene McCarty Smith 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
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Fruit: A Savor the South Cookbook, is a delightful jewel 
discussing twelve fruits, their origins and history, and 
shares wonderful recipes and culinary ideas.  The 
appetizing twelve fruits blackberries, cantaloupe, damson 
plums, figs, mayhaws, muscadine and scuppernong grapes, 
pawpaws, peaches, persimmons, quince, strawberries, and 
watermelon exclaimed over are abundant in the South.  The 
chapters start with details about the fruit followed by 
yummy recipes.  Above each recipe is data about the 
recipe.  The recipes are easy to understand.  Sidebars 
